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RUNYON FUND STUDIES AIR POLLUTION 


Smog Highlights Lung Cancer Problem 
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The Damon Runyon Fund since its inception has been devoted 
entirely to cancer research. Through qualified research centers 
It makes available $1,250,000 a year which goes to the support of 
research into the cause and control of cancer. It should be noted 
that the Damon Runyon Fund has no overhead expenses and that all 
the money it receives goes out for the purpose for which it was 
intended. The Runyon Fund funds are allocated upon due scrutiny 
and review of the projects which are submitted to them by a Scientific 
Advisory Committee consisting of nine persons of national reputation 
in the cancer field. 
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It Is recognized that lung cancer Is now more common than 
It was one or two decades ago. Many suggestions as to the cause 
* of this increase have been made; the possible relationship of air 
pollution, vehielb exhaust fumes, smoking and other factors have 
been widely mentioned. Some of these surmises are purely specula¬ 
tive, some are drawn from statistics, others derive from the 
experimental induction of cancer in animals of these materials. 
However, none of these factors has as yet induced in experimental 
animals lung cancer of the kind seen in man. None of this evidence 
is conclusive but does urge the need for carefully controlled research 
to secure the answer. Three questions arise which require solution: 
first, is there a causal relationship: second. If so, what factors 
are responsible; third, how can they be eliminated? 

- The liamon Runyon Fund, realizing the importance of these 
questions and the necessity for securing both unbiased study and the 
efficient utilization of the scientific resources of the country, 
has established a plan to meet these ends. This plan provides for 
the Fund to serve as a clearing house for research on the problem, 
receiving the financial support of the industries concerned and 
through its Scientific Advisory Committee allocating funds into useful 
lines of study in qualified research centers. The tobacco industry, 
recognizing the fundamentally sound approach taken by the Damon 
Bunyon Fund, has made generous financial contributions to the Fund 
for the support of cancer research. 

In sponsoring this type of research the Damon Runyon Fund 
is rendering an important public service consistent with the highest 
standards of scientific integrity and can give assurance that every 
effort is being made to further our understanding of the various 
| causes and control of cancer. 
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